immunoglobulin preparations from donors in Israel, such as our patient received, contained high titers (1:1,600) of such antibodies, while those from the USA had no detectable antibody. We suggest that the use of such antibody-containing immunoglobulin may provide a specific and effective treatment for serious cases of West Nile virus infections, and therefore that formal trials of its use should be carried out.
Nipah Virus Infection Among Military Personnel Involved in Pig Culling during an Outbreak of Encephalitis in Malaysia, 1998-1999
To the Editor: An outbreak of severe encephalitis affecting 265 patients, 104 (40%) of whom died, occurred during 1998-1999 in Malaysia. It was linked to a new paramyxovirus, Nipah virus, which infects pigs, humans, dogs, and cats (1-4). Nipah virus is most closely related to Hendra virus (4), which was discovered in Australia in 1994 during an outbreak of severe respiratory disease among horses and humans (5-9). Most patients in Malaysia were pig farmers, and human infection was linked to exposure to pigs (10). An operation to cull the approximately 1 million pigs on farms in the outbreak-affected areas was carried out, primarily by 1,638 military personnel. After two soldiers involved in culling became ill with Nipah encephalitis, we conducted a cross-sectional survey of military personnel participating in culling activities in the outbreak-affected states of Malaysia (Negeri Sembilan and Selangor) to assess the prevalence of Nipah infection.
The survey was conducted approximately 2-4 weeks after the end of all culling activities to control the outbreak. All military personnel, enlisted and officers, who had been assigned to culling duty in the states of Negeri Sembilan and Selangor were invited to participate, regardless of specific job assignment. Study teams visited the military bases in each state and administered a survey asking about illness, specific exposures and activities during culling, use
